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Asia-Europe, encounters and crossroads. 
This course will explore the possibilities and difficulties of dialogue between cultures, from the inevitable clichés to the 
question of the "language barrier" and "culture clashes", through a selection of non-fictional accounts from the 20th and 21st 
centuries that evoke more or less failed encounters between all or part of Asia and Europe ("East" and "West"). 

Students will learn about the cultural and communicational issues of otherness, globalisation and exoticism (orientalism in 
particular), as well as the links between language, culture, communication and exchange. The compulsory list of readings 
will be supplemented by overviews of a varied set of extracts, combining perspectives and points of view, distributed in class. 
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