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What does the history of language teach us?
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This course focuses on the understanding of the mechanisms that preside over linguistic changes, using current French and 
ancient French as reference materials. 
Students will explore the processes involved in explaining the strong variations that the French language has undergone 
since its origin, and analyse the results, particularly in relation to the debates that have taken place throughout its history. 
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It is recommended to have followed the introduction during period 1.

Agnès Baril, Manuel d'initiation à l?ancien français, Paris, Ellipses, 1998 
Monique Léonard, Exercices de phonétique historique, Paris, Nathan-Université, 1999. Bernard Cerquiglini, Une Langue 
orpheline, Paris, éd. de Minuit, 2007. Mireille Huchon, Histoire de la langue française, Livre de Poche, coll. « Références », 
2002. Henriette Walter, L'aventure des mots français venus d'ailleurs, Paris, Robert Laffont, 1997.
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