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COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course frames Oscar Wilde's writings in the context of shortness. Wilde's tales, short stories, prose poems, and one-
act play explore complex aesthetic, emotional, and social or ideological issues, through an elegant juxtaposition of
symbolism, wit, and sentiment, by means of a concise writing style that draws on the author's extensive literary and
philosophical background. They will be studied with due regard to conciseness and compactness, typical characteristics of
the economy of short forms which Wilde mastered in an almost instinctive way thanks to his Irish heritage, fostered by
storytelling. Shortness will eventually be examined in Wilde's longer writings through the axiomatic formulae of his essays,
witticism, aphorisms, maxims etc. The similarities and differences between the genres will shed light on the permeability of
each of these categories revealing that shortness is a major structural and aesthetic principle of Wilde's work, pertaining to
the enduring brilliance of his vision.

OBJECTIVES

The aim of this course is, on the one hand, to introduce students to the demanding reading of short forms which, because of
their compactness, invite the reader to respond to them in a different way than to longer forms (i.e. novels), by opening up to a
search for meaning within tropes and signs that conceal it. The aim is to initiate the reader to the reading of various short
forms, the fairy tale, the prose poem, the short story and the one-act play, each of which offers its own modalities of
generating sense. Students will also be introduced to the work of Oscar Wilde.

PREREQUISITES

It is recommended to be fluent in reading and writing in English.
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